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Children and Fire Safety 
 

 
 
Home Safety Council research shows that fires and burns are the leading cause 
of unintentional home injury deaths for children ages 1-14. Matches, lighters or 
other fire sources can be of interest to young children, but these pose a severe 
danger to them and your entire family. To reduce the chance of firepplay, the 
Home Safety Council suggests these safe steps: 

 
• Store matches and lighters locked up and out of children’s reach.  
• Never leave children alone near a candle or any open flame. 
• Use only child resistant lighters at home. 
• Teach your children about fire dangers and always use fire tools safely.  
• Remind guests not to leave matches or lighters in pants pockets, purses, 

or drawers, where young children could find them. 
 
Safety Assignment: 

• Talk to your children about fire dangers.  Without using scare tactics, help 
them understand they must not play with fire. 

• Find all matches, lighters and other fire sources and lock them away from 
children.  

 
For more information about fire prevention and child safety, please visit 
www.homesafetycouncil.org. 



TM  

 
www.homesafetycouncil.org

#29 
Think Safe, Be Safe 

Grilling Safety 
 

 
 
Grilling is a fun summer past time, but it’s not without danger.  The Home Safety 
Council reports that fires and burns are one of the leading causes of 
unintentional injuries at home.  So to make sure your next barbecue does not go 
up in flames, follow these safety guidelines: 
 

• Make the space near the grill a “No Play Zone,” keeping kids and pets well 
away until the grill is cool (this could be overnight).   

• Before using it, place your grill at least 3 feet away from other objects, the 
house and any shrubs or bushes. 

• Only use starter fluid made for grills when starting a fire in a charcoal grill.  
Never add starter fluid once you’ve lit the grill. 

• Before using a gas grill, check the connection between the propane tank 
and the fuel line to be sure it is working and not leaking.  

• Never use a match to check for leaks. If you find a leak, quickly turn off the 
gas and do not light the grill again until the leak has been fixed. 

• Due to the hazard of carbon monoxide exposure and the fire danger, 
never bring a grill indoors, or into any enclosed space.   

 
Safety Assignment:  

• Check your grill placement and gas connection before using it.  
• Make sure you have full-length oven mitts that cover the hand and 

forearm. 
 
To learn more about grilling and summer safety, please visit 
www.homesafetycouncil.org. 
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Safety with Candles 
 

 
 
Candles can provide a warm and festive setting for any event - but they can also 
be a fire hazard if left alone or placed near flammable items. Families can enjoy 
the warm and inviting nature of candles and also avoid injury by keeping fire 
safety advice from the Home Safety Council in mind: 
 

• Never leave burning candles alone.  
• Blow out all candles before going to sleep or leaving the room.  
• Keep candles at least three feet away from items that can burn, such as 

other decorations and wrapping paper.  
• Always use stable, nonflammable candle holders.  
• If you have children in your home, store candles, matches and lighters out 

of their sight and reach.  
• Do not permit children to use or keep candles in their rooms. 
• If your home looses power, use flashlights instead of candles 

 
Safety Assignment: 

• Pick up any matches and lighters and store them out of the reach of 
children, ideally locked up. 

• Check to be sure you have flashlights and fresh batteries at home. 
To learn more about candle safety, please visit www.homesafetycouncil.org 
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Change your Clock/Change your Battery 
 

 
 
Daylight savings time happens on Sunday, November 4th – don’t forget to change 
your clocks back! It is also the perfect time to test the smoke alarms in your 
home and replace the batteries. Home Safety Council research found that only 
20 percent of families test their smoke alarms at least on a regular basis. Every 
home must have at least one smoke alarm on each level.  Follow these simple 
steps to make sure that smoke alarms are working:   
 

• Test your smoke alarms at least once a month, using the instructions, 
which often means pushing the “test” button on the face of the alarm 
cover. 

• Test your smoke alarms when you return from a long vacation or trip, in 
case the battery power died during while you were away from home.  

• Replace the batteries in your smoke alarms once a year, or as soon as the 
alarm “chirps,” warning that the battery is low.   

• Lithium-powered, long-life smoke alarms have non-removable batteries 
and are typically good for 8-10 years. 

• Remember that interconnected smoke alarms should have fresh back-up 
batteries installed too. 

• Smoke alarms do not last forever.  Replace your smoke alarms once 
every 10 years. 

 
Safety Assignment: 

• Test all of the smoke alarms in your home and replace 9-volt batteries if 
needed. 

 
For more information on fire safety and smoke alarms, please visit 
www.homesafetycouncil.org.  
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Home Fire Sprinkler Protection 
 

  
 

Every home needs early warning if there is a fire. The sound of the smoke alarm 
provides extra time to follow your escape plan and get out safely. For more fire 
protection, the Home Safety Council suggests installing home fire sprinkler 
systems, which put water on a fire in its early stages.  If you are moving into an 
apartment, choose a building with fire sprinklers.  If you are going to remodel 
your home or are planning to build a new home, consider installing a sprinkler 
system.  Review these facts about fire sprinklers and learn more about having 
them installed in your home.  
 

• Sprinklers react quickly, when a fire is still small.  The spray of water stops 
or contains the fire and slows the spread of smoke, giving your family 
more time to safely escape.  

• While their main role is to save lives, sprinklers also protect property.  
• Sprinklers do not respond to smoke; they respond to the high temperature 

of a fire. 
• Sprinklers operate individually.  Usually only one sprinkler is needed to 

control a home fire. 
• Sprinklers put far less water on a fire than fire hoses do – about 1/10th the 

amount. 
• Sprinklers react while fires are still small, limiting the fire and smoke 

damage at home. 
 

Safety Assignment:  
• Investigate home fire sprinkler system options.  

 
For more information on home fire sprinkler protection and fire safety, please visit 
www.homesafetycouncil.org.   
 


